eChaser

Society of Professional Journalists,

Each logo in the ad rail links to the sponsor’s website!

Fort Worth Professional Chapter

2

3

FEBRUARY 2018 • Back Issues • Photo Archive

A NEWSLETTER BY AND FOR THE TARRANT COUNTY JOURNALISM/COMMUNICATOR CROWD
to subscribe, submit news items or photos — upcoming events, new hires,
promotions, big new contracts, industry changes, personalities ... anything
you want to tell the world — or to advertise(!), e- john@xdycus.com

When you did right,
Dorothy Estes praised you.

When you did wrong,
she told you.
When you hurt,
she comforted you.

When you were attacked,
she defended you.

She was a glorious amalgam of everything
you could want in a university administrator,
a teacher, a mentor, a friend.
She gave me a career.
She gave me purpose.

Love and good humor and the promise of
tomorrow twinkled in her eyes like the bright
sun through a stained glass window.
That our orbits did intersect makes me truly
blessed among men.
And grateful 'til the end of time.

– John Dycus
– Paul Knudsen photo

Dorothy and Emory Estes at
the 2010 First Amendment Awards

When Texas education pioneer Dorothy Estes died Jan. 25, she left behind
enough friends, indebted-to-her former students and journalism industry
admirers to populate a small country plus a hefty list of accomplishments
with positive and long-lasting consequences.

As Student Publications director at UT Arlington, she built an award-winning
juggernaut that produced more than 600 working journalists during her
tenure. As an almost-30-year member of SPJ, she was instrumental in
establishing the Texas Gridiron Endowment and the Lina Davis Scholarship;
she was Fort Worth chapter president in 1978-79.

She was cherished for her open heart, keen mind, giving spirit and record of
productivity, traits that surely contributed to her being inducted into the
Texas Intercollegiate Press Association Hall of Fame, 2003. She organized
the first TIPA live competition, 1971, and twice was named TIPA Adviser of
the Year. She received a Commendation for Outstanding Service to
Academic Journalism on the floor of the Texas Senate, 1996.
None of which would surprise iconic newsman Bill Moyers, who was
Dorothy’s student newspaper editor at her first teaching job at Marshall
Junior High School in East Texas.

“Dorothy (after I ‘grew up’ she allowed me to address her by her first name)
was such a good (but tough) soul — she was kind to others but always
stood by her own ideas and values,” Moyers texted when notified of her
death. “So many years have passed that I can’t speak with certainty about
how she did it, but I remember my curiosity about the world expanding
during my time in her class; my oldest grandson spent two years after
college teaching at a school in St. Paul — teaching elementary grades —
and I spoke to him about how my teacher at the time (Dorothy) never
underestimated us despite our age. I would like to have been one of her
students at UTA. I always knew we were kindred spirits.”

One of those kindreds, her colleague Arnie Phillips, found a Shorthorn
reunion speech Dorothy made. Current Shorthorn reporters Madelyn
Edwards and Sorayah Zahir wrote a well-sourced obituary for Dorothy’s
favorite paper, while her ex-students Phil Latham and Joe Simnacher
penned thoughtful, sensitive obits (here and here), and another ex, John H.
Ostdick, provided a detailed remembrance for the funeral program. Many
people flooded Facebook with Remembering Dorothy Estes tributes.

Every one of them well-deserved.

For a woman who made talents, dreams and friendships come alive.
The family would be honored by contributions to the Dorothy Estes
Endowed Scholarship, established upon her retirement in 1996. To give in
another way, contact Student Publications director Beth Francesco at
bfrances@uta.edu or 817-272-3644.

=========================================================

Next at Fort Worth SPJ ...

Have questions about a future in media? Media professionals from
companies throughout Fort Worth-Dallas will share their expertise one on
one about career interests, how they found and fought for their jobs, and
how to create a job-search plan at Fort Worth SPJ’s 2018 Media Careers
Conference on Saturday, Feb. 10, at the TCC Trinity River Campus in
downtown Fort Worth.
It's important to evolve as opportunities change. This conference helps
students do just that. While geared for the college crowd, it’s open to
anyone interested in exploring work opportunities in the media.

Professionals who are donating their time come from numerous fields,
including digital media, public relations, radio-TV, social media, freelance,
photography and videography, and non-daily publications.

Bring a résumé, work samples and plenty of topics to review with the pros.
Dress is business professional. E- coordinator Beth Francesco at
bethfrancesco@gmail.com with any questions.

--

Google It!

Google tools training is coming to town Saturday, Feb. 24, in a free twosession workshop. Learn how to use the latest tools and Newslab to
enhance business or personal use. Event sponsors: SPJ national, SPJ
UTA, Fort Worth SPJ, UT Arlington Department of Communication and The
Shorthorn.

When: registration 9:30 a.m., sessions 10 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.
Where: UT Arlington Fine Arts Building (Central Section, room 258), 700
Greek Row Drive
Cost: no charge
What to bring: laptop or touchpad with internet capability
Contact: Kim Pewitt-Jones, kejones.university@gmail.com

Tim Madigan knows the date well: Feb. 28, 1993. It was the day of the
failed Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives raid that killed
four federal agents and six Branch Davidians at the religious sect’s Mount
Carmel complex near Waco. Madigan, then a Star-Telegram reporter, will
reflect on the tragedy at a Joe T. Garcia’s meeting in late February —
coincidentally Wednesday, Feb. 28. Details closer to the date.

=========================================================

QUICK HITS

• GFW PRSA monthly luncheon, “To Tweet, or Not to Tweet:
Communications Planning for Modern Crises,” with John Valadez,
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport social media manager —
Wednesday, Feb. 14, Colonial Country Club. Info.

• Writers Guild of Texas monthly program, “Keep Those Pages Turning:
How to Build a Strong Story Structure,” with fiction specialist Monalisa
Foster — 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 19, Richardson Public Library. Info.

• DFW Writers Conference — June 9-10, Hurst Conference Center. Info.

• Meetups: North Texas Editors ... Bedford Science Fiction Writing ... DFW
Self-Publishing Group ... GFW Writers ... Writers Anonymous – Support
and Education ... Fort Worth Chapter – Nonfiction Authors Association ...
Kidlit Critique ... Trinity Arts Writers Workshop ... The Writer's Critique ...
Lonestar Sci Fi, Horror, and Fantasy Fans ... 20BooksTo50k - Michael
Anderle ... Fort Worth Area Journalists Meetup ... The DFW Bloggers
Classroom
more eChaser on p. 2
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NPR intern Carla Solórzano, a UTA Shorthorn former social media editor, Skyped in to talk trends at the student newspaper’s spring orientation.

=========================================================

PEOPLE & PLACES

Mike Cochran, arguably Fort Worth SPJ’s most widely read and well-known
member, has been inducted into the Texas Newspaper Foundation Hall of
Fame, an affiliate of the Texas Press Association. A legendary West Texas
correspondent for the Associated Press and 1998-99 chapter president,
Cochran joins former presidents Roy Eaton, publisher of the Wise County
Messenger, and the late Staley McBrayer, who marketed the offset press,
among the chapter’s former presidents who have made it to the Hall of
Fame. For more than 44 years, until he retired a second time in 2003 (and
on a few occasions since), Cochran recorded Texas history in the making —
the Kennedy assassination, the Sharpstown scandal, the trials of Cullen
Davis and Billie Sol Estes, the Gemini and Apollo space flights, the
University of Texas tower sniper, Southwest Conference football, the
Colonial Golf Tournament. “He was everywhere that news happened,” said
Larry Jackson, president of the Texas Newspaper Foundation, an affiliate
of the Texas Press Association, based in Austin. “He just had the ability to be
there and come up with the greatest stories imaginable. He was a master
storyteller.” Along the way, Cochran wrote several books, including “Texas
vs. Davis,” “And Deliver Us From Evil: A Trilogy of Murder, Ministers and
Millionaires,” “Claytie: The Roller-Coaster Life of a Texas Wildcatter” and
“The Godfather of Poker: The Doyle Brunson Story.” Another double handful
of details are in Carolyn Poirot’s Star-Telegram story.

=========================================================

IN THE WORKPLACE

Balcom Agency, which celebrates 25 years in 2018, has announced seven
new clients and projects in development:

• The international education, exchange and commerce nonprofit Fort Worth
Sister Cities International. Balcom made its new website, fwsistercities.org.

• Utah-based Grandma Sycamore’s Home-Maid Bread. Balcom is now
agency of record for the brand.

• Hippo Sak®, based in Huntington Park, Calif., creator of two high-selling
trash bags and a five-star seller on Amazon. Balcom is its agency of record.

• The ministry Pure Adventure, an outdoor event pairing sons and fathers on
a weekend retreat. Balcom is handling branding and collateral development.
• Restaurant Services Inc., an Arlington, Texas-based manufacturer of
commercial stainless-steel kitchen and bar equipment since 1975. As a
function of being agency of record, Balcom is developikng a new website.
• The First Tee of Fort Worth, the local chapter of the nationwide youth
development organization that introduces golf and its inherent values to
young people. Balcom is helping with public relations, the website and
general marketing needs.

• The Organized Nest, which provides professional organization services to
homeowners and companies throughout North Texas. After seven years in
business, the company will roll out a new logo designed by Balcom. ...

UT Southwestern Medical Center seeks a development coordinator.
Requirements include a bachelor's degree and one to two years in
development work. Experience at an academic medical center or healthrelated organization, familiarity with grant processes, and writing skills
preferred. Info. Questions? Shelly Borders, shelly.borders@unthsc.edu. ...
The Dallas Observer is looking for an arts/music/culture editor, ideally an
eclectic soul who can edit freelance stories and also write stories of her own.
This is a full-time position with benefits. Info. Send a résumé and writing
samples to dal-culture-editor@voicemediagroup.com. ... Arlington Voice, a
digital news site covering news, crime, politics, sports and entertainment in
Arlington, has paid openings for freelance writers, especially in the area of
politics and crime. Call publisher Zack Maxwell, 817 948-0371.
=========================================================

NEW MEMBERS

SPJ ... Stewart Jacoby, South Texas Public Broadcasting

=========================================================

THIS MONTH IN COMMUNICATOR HISTORY BY JEFF RODRIGUEZ
An irreverent look at the people and events that keep PR people up at night
[This column reflects the author’s views and not necessarily anyone else’s.]

Shot Through the Heart
They Gave Valentine’s Day — and Organized Crime — a Bad Name

Most folks give chocolates or flowers for Valentine’s Day. When you’re Al
Capone, you give lead. That’s what happened Feb. 14, 1929, when the
Chicago mobster ordered an attack on a rival gang in a ruthless assault that
would become known as the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.
It was Prohibition, which put a crimp on liquor stores but apparently did
wonders for arms dealers. Seven men were killed, their bodies shredded
with machine gun bullets. Police considered it the biggest gangster mass
murder in history, and headlines of the day proclaimed it thus. The Chicago
Herald and Examiner screamed “Firing Squad Kills Seven in Big Gangland
Massacre,” while the Chicago Daily News called the crime scene “too
gruesome for onlookers” and led with: “It’s too much to tell.” (Speaking of
gruesome developments, a newspaper then was just two cents.)
While it was too much to tell, it was not too much to photograph, and
newsmen documented the scene in graphic detail with photos that would
stun even Quentin Tarantino fans.

Ironically, the real target of the attack, one George “Bugs” Moran —
Capone’s hated rival, jailed three times before he turned 21 — was not
present, having gotten a late start that day. But the killings cost him several
valuable men, and this was before there were temp agencies. In the years to
come, Moran would lose control of his territory, primarily to roving bands of
Amway representatives.
But while the massacre was a great tactical success for Capone, from a
public relations standpoint it was a disaster. The nature and the scale of
slaughter angered people. One historian noted: “The public was absolutely
appalled. Everyone felt that some line had been crossed.”
It also spurred law enforcement officials to step up the efforts against
organized crime — in particular, Capone. He was eventually arrested,
convicted of income tax evasion and sentenced to prison for 11 years. He
died in 1947, 14 years after the repeal of Prohibition and far too early to
cash in on any royalties from the movies that would be made.

So we’re not quite sure what the lesson is here. Maybe it’s to avoid gang
warfare, or perhaps to always be 10 minutes late. Regardless, one thing is
certain: Maybe mobsters can get away with taking a shot in the dark, but PR
pros usually cannot.

more eChaser on p. 3

Each logo in the ad rail links to the sponsor’s website!

1

2

FEBRUARY 2018

Each logo in the ad rail links to the sponsor’s website!

Get the new GFW Media Directory!

"There is no greater
agony than carrying
an untold story."
— Maya Angelou

UNSUNG: REMEMBERING JEWELL HOUSE

the LaRocque Family catalog ...

from SPJ Region 8 director Eddye Gallagher ...
Dear Friends,

It has been my honor to serve and work with you for the last six
years, but I have decided it is time to step down and let someone
else lead the way.

I have enjoyed my time with you and have made so many wonderful
friendships that I cherish. I’m not stepping away from SPJ, just from
this leadership role.

Please look among your groups and find someone or multiple
candidates to run for office. Elections won’t be until September, but
SPJ national will want names within the next month or so. And
candidates will want their photos and bios in the Quill election issue.

Thank you for welcoming me when the national board placed me in
the Region 8 director’s position and then electing me to that position
three times. I appreciate your trust, your support, your friendship.

I hope to see you in San Antonio March 2-3 for our regional
conference and then in Baltimore for EIJ18 when my term ends and
you elect a new director (coordinator is now the title). I’m still making
memories.
Thanks again for a wonderful six-plus years.

=========================================================

Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas update: Incidents of hecklers
shouting down controversial figures on college campuses are anathema to
free speech but pose a difficult challenge to overcome, a state Senate panel
chairwoman says. “No one should be shouted down,” said state Sen. Joan
Huffman, R-Houston, whose State Affairs Committee held a hearing at the
end of January on campus free speech issues hosted by Texas State
University. “We need to put an end to that. But you can’t legislate morality or
civility — I get that.” Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick charged the panel with
recommending “policy changes that protect First Amendment rights and
enhance the free speech environment on campus.” Witnesses offered a
variety of suggestions. Info. ... A nonprofit board overseeing the Alamo’s
day-to-day operations will open its meetings to the public this year. But one
state senator says state officials and philanthropists in charge of the historic
mission and battle site should do more to provide openness befitting the
Texas shrine. “The public just has an inherent right to know how their tax
dollars are being spent. And we’re now talking about the Alamo, which is a
big deal,” said Sen. Kirk Watson, one of several Senate Finance Committee
members who directed Land Commissioner George P. Bush at a Dec. 5
hearing to simplify the management structure and access to records
regarding the Alamo and long-term master plan. Info. ... While Texas cities
vying to land Amazon’s second headquarters have been vocal about why
they should win, they have resisted releasing copies of their proposals.
Requests by the Associated Press for information related to the proposals
were met with such arguments as that information can be kept secret
because it would give an advantage to competitors. Some cities did release
employees’ e-mails relating to the bids. Amazon received 238 proposals
after issuing the request in September and has said it will announce a
decision this year. Info.
=========================================================

OVER & OUT | John Dycus, Fort Worth SPJ

Greater Fort Worth PRSA last month ended the newsletter alliance with Fort
Worth SPJ, citing a decision to use other means to inform its members. The
18-year collaboration was believed to be unique and spanned 222 issues,
many of them produced with the now-disbanded Fort Worth chapter of the
International Association of Business Communicators.

So where does that leave the eChaser? Where it’s always been, smack in
your inbox each month, with a renewed focus on the journalism community
plus the standing offer to Tarrant PR/advertising/marketing agencies: If you
have something to say — promotions, new hires, new contracts — send it in.
Photos (mug shots), too. Photos, especially. Watch for these items, plus job
openings, in a new recurring feature, In the Workplace. The PRSA meeting
notice will continue, but loyal scribe Jeff Rodriguez’s column ends with this
issue.

One more thing: Distribution is no longer tied to membership. Everyone who
wants the eChaser, gets it. Just e- me at john@xdycus.com, which is also
where ad inquiries go. Twelve months, $200. Be seen in good company.
Here’s to another 18 years! ...

As the Dorothy Estes victory tour winds down, I cede the floor to former
Shorthorn editor Theo Carracino: “We sailed for a time in the safe harbor
Dorothy afforded us and then we went our separate ways, bound by the
rhythm and flow of a shared experience. We met again today [Jan. 29] in
uncharted waters without her, guided only by memory, joy and grief. Joy for
what we had. Grief for what we lost. Yet we gained something precious
today in the gathering of our Shorthorn family. New and old, across the
decades, we found new faces and familiar ones ... heard new stories and
forgotten ones. All of them rekindling the pride of where we were and the
trail of accomplishments that followed. So I write this with a sense of delight,
having spent time with my Shorthorn family. I thank you all. You did much to
ease my grief over losing someone who made such an extraordinary
difference on my unfolding journey. I hope I see some or all of you again in
more joyful times.” ...

Everybody has a Perry Stewart story (or several). Here’s mine. It was
summer 1970, I had just graduated from UTA, and Cal Sutton hired me to
review movies while Elston Brooks took time off to portray Oscar Madison,
the sloppy half of Neil Simon’s “The Odd Couple.” It was my dream job, if
short-lived. My mother would haul me in my brand-new motorized
wheelchair (same one I’m in today) to a movie, then go home and wash a
load of clothes. Then she’d come back for me, and at home I’d type the
review on this early-day upright IBM electric typewriter. Then she’d drive the
review downtown to the Star-Telegram. Buck, as he liked to be called, could
see from his second-floor window when she got out of the car and would
meet her before she even reached the building, to take my story and save
her some steps. That was thoughtful, it was courteous, it was kind. Buck
Stewart died Jan. 7; he was 75. I will remember him as the writer I wanted to
be at that age and a guy who treated me like I was his professional equal,
which I was not. And he had a charming respect for his elders.

SPJ Factoids: CNN started an opinion series on the challenges facing the
media, which is under attack from critics, governments and changing
technology. In the first installment, Brian Stelter writes about how press
freedom really means freedom for everyone. Related: Clara Anne Graham
defends press freedom in this column for the News-Press (Fort Myers, Fla).
... The Economist is charging the same amount for a digital subscription as a
print subscription. Michael Brunt, The Economist's chief marketing officer,
reasons that "you are paying for the content and not the format."
Caught my eye. Pacific starfish bounce back after massive die-off. ... NASA
satellite shows evidence of ozone hole recovery. ... Australian desert farm
grows 17,000 metric tons of vegetables with just seawater and sun.

Closing words: “Molly Ivins is a nationally syndicated political columnist
who remains cheerful despite Texas politics. She emphasizes the more
hilarious aspects of both state and national government, and consequently
never has to write fiction.” — Molly Ivins in a biographical blurb she wrote
about herself for a website
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